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Local Electric Cooperatives Host Transmission Project Open Houses 
Events ensure public and co-op member interests are well-understood and considered in project plans 

 
(CAMERON and PALMYRA, MO.) – NW Electric Power Cooperative (NW Power) and Northeast Missouri Electric Power 
Cooperative (Northeast Power) hosted open houses in Sullivan and Adair counties on May 16-17 regarding a proposed 
transmission line project in the area. The events invited landowners and stakeholders to become informed about the project, ask 
questions and assist in the routing process for the line. 
 
“As locally owned and operated electric cooperatives, we are committed to seeking project input and operating transparently to 
deliver financially responsible solutions in the best interests of our cooperatives,” says Douglas Aeilts, CEO/General Manager, 
Northeast Power. “The open houses were valuable opportunities to live out our values and hear directly from residents in the 
communities we serve.” 
 
NW Power and Northeast Power are the respective power suppliers for North Central Electric Cooperative and Tri-County 
Electric Cooperative, which provide electric service to areas of Sullivan and Adair counties. To continue to reliably meet the 
long-term needs of the member-distribution cooperatives, NW Power and Northeast Power have identified a need to upgrade 
transmission infrastructure in the region.  
 
“Transmission infrastructure is a foundation necessary to provide cooperative members with safe, reliable and affordable 
electric service,” says David McDowell, CEO/General Manager, NW Power. “Ensuring we meet the long-term needs of our 
members is a responsibility that NW Power and Northeast Power take seriously.” 
 
Based on extensive research by engineering and planning teams, the cooperatives jointly recommend constructing a new  
161 kV transmission line running from Ameren Transmission Company of Illinois’ (ATXI) Zachary Substation (south of Kirksville) 
to NW Power’s Locust Creek Substation (west of Milan).  
 
ATXI is also interested in constructing new transmission facilities throughout this region. To ensure impacts to landowners are 
minimized, NW Power and Northeast Power are coordinating routing efforts with ATXI. Ultimately, this coordination may 
determine that the co-location of facilities is beneficial, resulting in a single double-circuit 345/161 kV transmission line being 
constructed.  
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About NW Electric Power Cooperative 



 
 
 

 

As a transmission cooperative, NW Electric Power Cooperative (NW Power) is responsible for maintaining 130 substations and 
approximately 1,726 miles of transmission line, which delivers the power to the seven distribution cooperatives who provide 
electricity directly to members. Currently, NW Power’s seven member-distribution cooperatives serve more than 77,000 
members in a 32-county region of northwest Missouri and southwest Iowa. The cooperative is situated in the middle of the 
three-tiered electric cooperative system, served with electrical generation from Associated Electric Cooperative Inc. Working 
together, all three tiers of the system endeavor to serve the member-consumers at homes, farms and businesses at the ‘end of 
the line.’ 
 
About Northeast Missouri Electric Power Cooperative 
Northeast Missouri Electric Power Cooperative (Northeast Power) was founded in 1948 by three electric distribution 
cooperatives in northeast Missouri to serve as the electric transmission provider on their behalf. Now serving eight member-
distribution cooperatives, three in southeast Iowa and five in Northeast Missouri, Northeast Power strives to provide its 
members with safe, reliable and affordable transmission electric service and value-added services. Northeast Power’s eight 
member-distribution cooperatives serve more than 56,000 member-consumers, and the cooperative maintains approximately 
122 sub and switch stations, and 1,005 miles of transmission lines. The cooperative is situated in the middle of the three-tiered 
electric cooperative system, served with electrical generation from Associated Electric Cooperative Inc. Working together, all 
three tiers of the system endeavor to serve the member-consumers at homes, farms and businesses at the ‘end of the line.’ 
 


